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Footsteps in Time: An In-Depth Exploration of The After Cilmeri
Series Book 2

Introduction to the Series and Its Setting

Footsteps in Time: The After Cilmeri Series Book 2 continues the captivating saga set primarily in
medieval Wales, blending history, fantasy, and romance to create a compelling narrative. Authored
by author Sarah Woodbury, this series transports readers through time, weaving a story that bridges
the 21st century with the turbulent days of the Welsh princes and the struggle for independence.
The series is renowned for its meticulous historical research, richly developed characters, and its
seamless integration of time travel elements that add layers of intrigue and emotional depth.

The setting of the series revolves around the aftermath of the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, the last
native Prince of Wales, and the subsequent efforts to preserve Welsh history and identity through
time travelers. The second book, in particular, delves deeper into the complexities of these
characters' lives, exploring themes of love, loss, duty, and the enduring power of history.

Overview of the Plot in Footsteps in Time

The narrative of Footsteps in Time centers on Gwen and Morgan, descendants of Welsh royalty who
find themselves inexplicably linked to the events of the 13th century. As they navigate their modern
lives, they discover that their actions have repercussions across time, especially concerning the fate
of the Welsh people and their heritage.

The story picks up after the events of the first book, where Gwen begins to understand her role as a
time traveler. In Book 2, the stakes are higher, as Gwen and Morgan face new challenges that
threaten to unravel their mission. They grapple with their feelings for each other, the dangers posed
by those who wish to manipulate history for personal gain, and the overarching quest to protect
Welsh history from being erased or altered.

Key plot points include:

- The rekindling of Gwen and Morgan?s relationship amid escalating political tensions.
- The discovery of a hidden threat that could alter the course of Welsh history.
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- Encounters with historical figures and events, providing vivid portrayals of medieval Wales.
- The development of Gwen?s understanding of her time-traveling abilities and responsibilities.

Character Development and Themes

The second installment deepens the character arcs introduced in the first book, highlighting their
growth and internal conflicts.

Gwen's Evolution

Gwen evolves from a woman overwhelmed by her newfound abilities to a confident defender of her
heritage. Her internal struggle involves balancing her desire for a normal life against her duty to
history. Her growing connection with Morgan underscores themes of love transcending time and the
sacrifices necessary for the greater good.

Morgan's Role

Morgan?s character represents the bridge between past and present, embodying loyalty, bravery,
and the burden of knowledge. His interactions with Gwen and their shared history serve to reinforce
themes of trust and resilience.

Historical Figures and Their Portrayal

The series vividly depicts figures such as Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, showcasing their hopes, struggles,
and leadership during a tumultuous period. The authors' meticulous research ensures these
characters are portrayed authentically, providing readers with an immersive historical experience.

Historical Context and Accuracy

The series stands out for its commitment to historical authenticity. It vividly depicts the political
landscape of 13th-century Wales, including:

- The conflict between Welsh princes and English conquerors.
- The cultural and social customs of medieval Welsh society.
- Key events such as battles, treaties, and alliances.

Sarah Woodbury's research ensures that readers gain a nuanced understanding of this period,
making the series both entertaining and educational.

Themes Explored in Footsteps in Time
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The novel explores several profound themes that resonate with readers:

- Heritage and Identity: The importance of understanding and preserving one?s cultural roots.
- Love Across Time: Romantic relationships that defy chronological boundaries, emphasizing

the timeless nature of love.
- Duty and Sacrifice: Characters often face difficult choices that test their morals and

commitments.
- The Power of History: How knowledge of the past influences present decisions and future

outcomes.

These themes are woven seamlessly into the storyline, enriching the narrative and providing depth
to the characters? journeys.

Narrative Style and Writing Techniques

Sarah Woodbury employs a narrative style that combines vivid descriptions with fast-paced action.
Her prose is accessible yet rich in detail, allowing readers to visualize medieval Wales vividly. The
use of multiple viewpoints helps illuminate different facets of the story, providing a well-rounded
perspective.

The author also employs:

- Flashbacks to past events, enriching the historical context.
- Foreshadowing to build suspense.
- Dialogues that reflect the dialect and speech patterns of the time.

These techniques contribute to creating an engaging and immersive reading experience.

Reception and Impact of Footsteps in Time

The series has garnered a dedicated fanbase, praised for its originality, historical accuracy, and
emotional depth. Readers appreciate the blend of romance and adventure, as well as the thoughtful
exploration of Welsh history and identity.

Critics have noted that Footsteps in Time effectively balances educational content with compelling
storytelling, making history accessible and engaging for a broad audience.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Series and Its Legacy
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Footsteps in Time: The After Cilmeri Series Book 2 continues to captivate readers by offering a
compelling mix of history, fantasy, and romance. It serves not only as entertainment but also as a
reminder of the enduring importance of cultural heritage and the influence of history on personal
identity.

The series has established itself as a noteworthy contribution to historical fiction and time-travel
literature, inspiring readers to explore Welsh history and consider the profound connections between
past and present. As the series progresses, fans eagerly anticipate how the characters? journeys
will unfold, and how their footsteps through time will shape the future.

In essence, the series exemplifies how stories rooted in history can resonate across generations,
reminding us that while time may pass, the footsteps of those who came before us continue to echo
through the ages.
 
Footsteps in Time: The After Cilmeri Series Book 2 ? An Investigative Review

In the realm of historical fiction that intertwines romance, mystery, and adventure, the After Cilmeri
series by author Sarah Woodbury has garnered a dedicated readership. The second installment,
Footsteps in Time, continues to explore the complexities of time travel, medieval intrigue, and the
enduring allure of Welsh history. This investigative review aims to dissect the novel?s themes,
narrative structure, character development, and its place within the broader series, providing a
comprehensive understanding for fans and newcomers alike.

Overview of the Series and Context of Footsteps in Time

The After Cilmeri series is a compelling blend of historical fiction and fantasy, set primarily in Wales
during the late 13th century, particularly around the events of the Battle of Cilmeri in 1287. The
series follows Morgan, a modern woman who discovers she is a descendant of Welsh royalty, and
through her, readers are transported back in time, bridging two eras with rich storytelling.

Footsteps in Time, as Book 2, expands on the groundwork laid in the first novel, Daughter of Time. It
delves deeper into the implications of time travel, the political upheaval of medieval Wales, and
Morgan?s personal journey of identity and purpose. The novel?s historical backdrop?King Edward
I?s conquest of Wales?serves as a vivid tapestry woven with meticulous research and narrative flair.

Thematic Foundations and Investigative Highlights

Historical Accuracy and Creative License

A central point of investigation for readers and critics is how faithfully the novel portrays historical
events and figures. Woodbury?s meticulous attention to detail is evident in her depiction of:
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- The political landscape of medieval Wales.
- Key figures such as Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and King Edward I.
- Cultural aspects, including Welsh customs, language, and daily life.

While artistic license is necessary for narrative flow, Woodbury balances accuracy with storytelling,
making the historical setting both authentic and engaging. For example, her portrayal of the Welsh
resistance captures the spirit of the period without veering into anachronism.

Time Travel Mechanics and Plausibility

One of the series? intriguing elements is its treatment of time travel. In Footsteps in Time, the
mechanisms remain somewhat mysterious but are grounded enough to maintain plausibility:

- Morgan?s ability to travel is linked to ancestral ties and specific locations.
- The concept of "footsteps" suggests that the past leaves traces that can be uncovered or

followed.
- The rules governing time travel are consistent, avoiding paradoxes that often plague the genre.

This careful construction invites readers to suspend disbelief while contemplating the philosophical
implications of interfering with history.

Character Development and Emotional Depth

The novel?s characters are richly developed, with their motivations and internal conflicts explored in
depth. Morgan?s evolution from a reluctant time traveler to an active participant in history is
compelling. Her relationships with characters like Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and other Welsh figures add
layers of emotional resonance.

Key character insights include:

- Morgan?s struggle to reconcile her modern identity with her historical roots.
- Llywelyn?s portrayal as a noble yet conflicted leader.
- Supporting characters who embody Welsh culture and resistance.

The emotional stakes are heightened by the authors? skill in weaving personal stories within the
larger historical narrative.

Deep Dive into Narrative Structure
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Plot Progression and Pacing

Footsteps in Time employs a multi-layered plot structure that balances action, romance, and
historical intrigue. The pacing is deliberate, allowing readers to savor the details of medieval life
while maintaining suspense through:

- Encounters with enemies and political adversaries.
- Discovery of hidden secrets and artifacts.
- Personal revelations that challenge Morgan?s perceptions.

The narrative alternates between present-day reflections and immersive medieval scenes, creating
a rhythmic flow that sustains engagement.

Use of Setting and Atmosphere

The setting is vividly rendered, with descriptions that evoke the rugged Welsh landscape, castles,
and the bustling villages of the 13th century. The atmosphere is tense, underscored by the looming
threat of invasion and rebellion.

Notable features include:

- Descriptive language that transports the reader.
- Sensory details that bring the environment to life.
- Symbolic use of locations to mirror internal character conflicts.

This rich setting enhances the immersive quality of the novel.

Series Continuity and Impact

Connections to the First Book and Future Installments

Footsteps in Time builds directly upon Daughter of Time, with recurring characters, themes, and
overarching mysteries. It introduces new plotlines that are resolved or expanded in subsequent
books, maintaining continuity and anticipation.

Critical elements include:

- The evolving understanding of time travel?s rules.

Published by: webmail.creightoncommunityfoundation.org Page 6 of 8



Footsteps in time the after cilmeri series book 2 PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 12

- The deepening exploration of Morgan?s ancestral heritage.
- Foreshadowing future conflicts and revelations.

Readers appreciate the series? cohesive universe and the author?s careful planning.

Reception and Critical Analysis

The novel has been praised for:

- Its well-researched historical backdrop.
- Its nuanced characters and emotional depth.
- The seamless integration of fantasy and history.

Some critiques note that the pacing can be slow in parts, especially during detailed descriptions.
However, fans argue that these moments enrich the narrative and provide necessary context.

Conclusion: The Significance of Footsteps in Time

Footsteps in Time stands as a pivotal installment within the After Cilmeri series, elevating the
narrative from mere historical fiction to a thoughtfully crafted exploration of identity, legacy, and the
enduring human spirit. Its blend of meticulous research, compelling characters, and a richly textured
setting makes it a must-read for enthusiasts of historical fantasy.

For those investigating the series? themes or considering its place within the genre, the novel
exemplifies how storytelling can both entertain and educate, bridging centuries with the footsteps of
those who came before. It invites readers to ponder the footprints left behind in history and the
footsteps we take into the future.

In conclusion, Footsteps in Time is more than a sequel; it?s a testament to the power of storytelling
rooted in history and the timeless human quest for understanding our place in the continuum of time.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main plot of 'Footsteps in Time,' the second book in the Cilmeri
series? 'Footsteps in Time' follows Princess Alys and Llywelyn as they navigate threats from
enemies and uncover secrets from the past that influence their future, blending romance, adventure,
and time travel elements. How does 'Footsteps in Time' connect to the first book in the Cilmeri
series? The novel continues the story of the Cilmeri family, building on the events and characters
introduced in the first book, while delving deeper into their history and the mystical elements that tie
their destinies together. Are there any time travel aspects in 'Footsteps in Time'? Yes, the book
features time travel elements that allow characters to explore different eras, uncovering hidden
truths about their lineage and the history of Cilmeri. Who are the main characters in 'Footsteps in
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Time'? The primary characters include Princess Alys, Llywelyn, and other members of the Cilmeri
family, along with new characters introduced to enhance the story's historical and mystical depth.
What are the predominant themes in 'Footsteps in Time'? Themes include love and loyalty across
time, the importance of family history, bravery in the face of danger, and the mystical connection to
Welsh heritage. Is 'Footsteps in Time' suitable for new readers of the Cilmeri series? While it can be
enjoyed as a standalone, it is recommended to read the first book for better understanding of the
characters and overarching storyline. Where can I find discussions or reviews about 'Footsteps in
Time'? You can find discussions on book forums, Goodreads, and social media groups dedicated to
historical fiction and Welsh heritage series, where fans share their insights and reviews. 

 
Related keywords: Cilmeri series, historical fantasy, Welsh history, time travel fiction, medieval
Wales, royal intrigue, magic and adventure, series book 2, Cilmeri legends, Welsh mythology
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