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LEARN NUMBERS IN IRISH NA
HUIMHREACHA AS GAEILGE Full Version

Learn numbers in Irish na huimhreacha as gaeilge

Understanding how to count and use numbers in Irish (Gaeilge) is an essential step for anyone
eager to deepen their knowledge of this beautiful Celtic language. Whether you're planning to visit
Ireland, communicate with native speakers, or simply want to expand your linguistic skills, mastering
Irish numbers will significantly enhance your fluency. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore
the Irish number system, from basic counting to more complex forms, providing clear explanations,
useful tips, and practice exercises to help you become confident in using numbers in Irish.

Introduction to Irish Numbers

Irish numbers are an integral part of everyday communication, used in telling time, shopping, giving
dates, and more. The Irish language has unique words for numbers and a distinct way of combining
them, especially for numbers above twenty. Unlike English, which often uses a decimal system with
base ten, Irish numbers have their own patterns and structures that require some learning and
practice.

Cardinal Numbers in Irish

Cardinal numbers are used for counting and indicate quantity. Here, we will explore the basic Irish
cardinal numbers, from one to twenty, and then move to larger numbers.

Numbers 1-10

| Number | Irish Word | Pronunciation (approximate) | Notes |

|---------|--------------|----------------------------|--------|

| 1 | a haon | uh hain | |

| 2 | a dó | uh doh | |

| 3 | a trí | uh tree | |

| 4 | a ceathair | uh ky-hir | |
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| 5 | a cúig | uh kweeg | |

| 6 | a sé | uh shay | |

| 7 | a seacht | uh shacht | |

| 8 | a hocht | uh hoch | |

| 9 | a naoi | uh nee | |

| 10 | a deich | uh jeh | |

Note: The initial 'a' (meaning 'at') precedes the number, and pronunciation may vary slightly
depending on dialect.

Numbers 11-20

| Number | Irish Word | Notes |

|---------|--------------|--------|

| 11 | a haon déag | one of ten (literally "one-ten") |

| 12 | a dó dhéag | two of ten |

| 13 | a trí déag | three of ten |

| 14 | a ceathair déag | four of ten |

| 15 | a cúig déag | five of ten |

| 16 | a sé déag | six of ten |

| 17 | a seacht déag | seven of ten |

| 18 | a hocht déag | eight of ten |

| 19 | a naoi déag | nine of ten |

| 20 | fiche | fich | Note: 'Fiche' is used without 'a' |
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Tip: For numbers 11-19, the pattern is typically "a" + unit + "déag" (ten).

Numbers 21-99: Combining Irish Numbers

Irish numbers above twenty are formed by combining the tens and units, often with a hyphen or
space, depending on the context. The pattern is similar to English but with Irish words.

Constructing Numbers 21-29

| Example | Irish | Pronunciation | Explanation |

|-----------|-------|-----------------|--------------|

| 21 | caoga a haon | KEE-guh uh hain | twenty-one |

| 22 | caoga a dó | KEE-guh uh doh | twenty-two |

| 23 | caoga a trí | KEE-guh uh tree | twenty-three |

Note: "caoga" is the word for twenty, derived from "fiche" (fifteen) and the pattern for 20s.

Numbers 30-90

| Multiple of 10 | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|------------------|--------|----------------|--------|

| 30 | tríocha | TREE-uh-ha | |

| 40 | daichead | DYEK-had | |

| 50 | caoga | KEE-guh | derived from 'fiche' (fifteen) |

| 60 | seasca | SHESH-ka | |

| 70 | seachtó | SHACH-toh | |

| 80 | ochtó | OHKH-toh | |

| 90 | nócha | NOH-ka | |
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Forming numbers like 31, 42, etc.:

- The pattern is: [tens] + [unit], with the unit preceded by "a" if it is 1-9.

| Example | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|---------|----------------|--------|

| 31 | tríocha a haon | TREE-uh-ha uh hain | thirty-one |

| 42 | daichead a dó | DYEK-had uh doh | forty-two |

| 55 | caoga a cúig | KEE-guh uh kwee | fifty-five |

Tip: For numbers 21-99, combine the tens and units with "a" before the units if it's a single digit.

Special Numbers and Patterns

Irish has some unique patterns and irregularities for certain numbers and larger quantities.

Hundreds

- 100: céad
- 200: dhá chéad
- 300: trí chéad
- 400: ceithre chéad
- 500: cúig chéad
- 600: sé chéad
- 700: seacht gcéad
- 800: ocht gcéad
- 900: nóicéad

Example: 250 = dhá chéad fiche (two hundred and fifty)

Thousands

- 1,000: míle
- 2,000: dhá mhíle
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- 10,000: dea mhíle

Note: Larger numbers combine the hundreds and thousands similarly.

Ordinal Numbers in Irish

Ordinal numbers (first, second, third, etc.) are used to indicate position or order.

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|---------|----------------|--------|

| 1 | chéad | kayd | first |

| 2 | dara | dah-ruh | second |

| 3 | tríú | TREE-oo | third |

| 4 | ceathrú | KYAH-roo | fourth |

| 5 | cúige | KWIG-geh | fifth |

Formation tips:

- For most numbers, add "-ú" (e.g., tríú for third).
- The first ("céad") is irregular.

Practical Uses of Irish Numbers

Knowing how to count and use numbers in Irish opens up many opportunities for effective
communication. Here are common contexts:

Time and Dates

- Telling time: "Tá sé a naoi a chlog." (It's nine o'clock.)
- Dates: "An tAoine, an t-ochtú lá de mhí Mheán Fómhair." (Friday, the 8th day of September.)

Shopping and Money
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- Asking prices: "Cén costas an chárta?" (What is the cost of the card?)
- Counting items: "Tá triúr banana sa bhuidéal." (There are three bananas in the bottle.)

Addresses and Phone Numbers

- "Seolfaidh mé chuig an seoladh seo." (I will send it to this address.)
- Practice reading and saying Irish phone numbers.

Mathematics and Counting

- Basic arithmetic in Irish.
- Learning multiplication and division terms.

Tips for Learning Irish Numbers

- Practice regularly: Repetition helps internalize the patterns.
- Use flashcards: Create visual aids for numbers and practice daily.
- Listen to native speakers: Podcasts, radio, and videos help with pronunciation.
- Practice in context: Use numbers while speaking about dates, times, and shopping.
- Learn irregularities: Focus on irregular numbers like "céad" and "míle."
- Engage with exercises: Count objects, recite sequences, and quiz yourself.

Practice Exercises

- Count from 1 to 10 in Irish.
- Write the numbers 15, 23, 47, and 99 in Irish.
- Translate the following into Irish:

- Twenty-one
- Thirty-five
- Seventy-eight
- Ninety-nine

- Count the total in Irish for: 3 hundred, 5 tens, and 7 units.
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5.
 
Learn Numbers in Irish na Huimhreacha as Gaeilge: A Comprehensive Guide

Learning numbers in Irish (Gaeilge) is an essential step for anyone eager to deepen their
understanding of the language, whether for travel, cultural appreciation, or linguistic proficiency. Irish
numbers are rich in history and structure, reflecting the language's unique grammatical features and
numerical systems. This guide offers a detailed exploration of how to learn and use Irish numbers
effectively, covering basic to advanced concepts, pronunciation tips, and practical applications.

Introduction to Irish Numbers (Na Huimhreacha as Gaeilge)

Irish numbers are more than just a way to count; they are an integral part of the language's
grammar, syntax, and cultural identity. From cardinal numbers (used for counting) to ordinal
numbers (used for ranking), understanding these forms is essential for fluent communication.

Key Points:

- Irish uses a vigesimal (base-20) system for numbers beyond twenty.
- Numbers influence grammatical structures, such as lenition and mutations.
- The pronunciation and spelling can vary between dialects, notably Munster, Connacht, and

Ulster.

Cardinal Numbers in Irish

Cardinal numbers are used to count objects, tell age, and specify quantities. They are fundamental
for everyday use.

1-10: Basic Irish Cardinal Numbers

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation (approximate) | Notes |

|---------|--------------|------------------------------|-----------------------------------------|

| 1 | a haon | uh hain | |

| 2 | a dó | uh doh | |

| 3 | a trí | uh tree | |
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| 4 | a ceathair | uh ky-hir | |

| 5 | a cúig | uh kweeg | |

| 6 | a sé | uh shay | |

| 7 | a seachtair | uh shakh-ter | |

| 8 | a ochtar | uh okh-ter | |

| 9 | a naoinéar | uh nee-uh-rer | |

| 10 | deich | jeh | Short, simple form |

Tips:

- Notice the initial "a" before the number, which is used when counting objects.
- For pronunciation, listen to native speakers or use language learning apps for accuracy.

11-20: Special Forms and Patterns

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|----------------|------------------|------------------------------------------|

| 11 | a haon déag | uh hain jehg | "deag" means "teen" in Irish |

| 12 | a dó dhéag | uh doh yeg | |

| 13 | a trí déag | uh tree jehg | |

| 14 | a ceathair déag | uh ky-hir jehg | |

| 15 | a cúig déag | uh kweg jehg | |

| 16 | a sé déag | uh shay jehg | |

| 17 | a seacht déag | uh shakh jehg | |

| 18 | a hocht déag | uh okht jehg | |
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| 19 | a naoinéad déag | uh nee-uh-raid jehg | ("deag" + "naoinéad" for 19) |

| 20 | fiche | fee-heh | The word for twenty |

Pattern:

- The numbers 11-19 are formed by combining the base numbers with "déag" (teen), similar to
English.

- For 21-29, the pattern involves combining "a" + units + "leath" ("and") + "fiche" (twenty). For
example:

- 21: a haon is fiche (one and twenty) = "a haon fiche"
- 22: a dó is fiche, and so on.

Numbers 21-99: Forming Compound Numbers

Irish uses a combination of units and tens, often in a compound form, with specific pronunciation
and spelling rules.

Forming Numbers 21-99

- The numbers are typically written as [unit] + "agus" + [tens], but in speech, they often combine
into a single form with elision.

- The pattern is: [units] + "fich" for 20s, [units] + "fiche" for numbers above 20, with occasional
mutations.

Examples:

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|---------------------------|----------------------------------|--------------------------------------|

| 21 | a haon is fiche | uh hain iss fee-heh | "is" = "and" in written form, often omitted in speech |

| 22 | a dó is fiche | uh doh iss fee-heh | |

| 23 | a trí is fiche | uh tree iss fee-heh | |

| 30 | tríocha | tree-ha | The word for thirty |
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| 40 | daicheada | dah-kha-da | The word for forty |

| 50 | caoga | kee-ga | The word for fifty |

| 60 | seasca | shesh-ka | The word for sixty |

| 70 | seachtó | shakh-to | The word for seventy |

| 80 | ochtó | okh-to | The word for eighty |

| 90 | nócha | no-kha | The word for ninety |

Constructing numbers like 45:

- 45 = daichead a cúig (literally "fourty and five")
- In speech, often contracted: "daichead a cúig" or "daichead cúig"

Pronunciation Tips:

- The "ch" in words like "daichead" is a guttural sound, similar to the Scottish "loch."
- The "a" before units indicates the counting form.

Hundreds, Thousands, and Beyond

Irish numbers extend into larger figures, with specific terms and structural rules.

Hundreds

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|------------------|----------------------------|------------------------------|

| 100 | céad | kyad | Singular form |

| 200 | dhá chéad | ghah kyad | "dá" is lenited form of "dhá" (two) |

| 300 | trí chéad | tree kyad | |

| 400 | ceithre chéad | ky-ruh kyad | |
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Note: "dhá" becomes "dha" in some contexts, and "ceithre" is the lenited form of "ceathar."

Thousands and Larger Numbers

| Number | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|---------|---------------------------|------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

| 1,000 | míle | mee-la | The base word for thousand |

| 2,000 | dhá mhíle | ghah vee-la | "dhá" for two, lenited form |

| 10,000 | fiche míle | fee-heh mee-la | 20 x 1000 |

| 100,000 | céad míle | kyad mee-la | 100 x 1000 |

Constructing Larger Numbers:

- For example, 1,234: "míle dhá chéad is ceathair," literally "one thousand, two hundred and
thirty-four."

- Irish often combines components rather than separate words, especially in formal contexts.

Ordinal Numbers in Irish

Ordinal numbers indicate position or rank, such as first, second, third, etc.

Basic Ordinal Numbers

| Rank | Irish | Pronunciation | Notes |

|-------|--------------|----------------|------------------------------|

| 1st | an chéad | an kyad | "first" |

| 2nd | an dara | an dara | "second" |

| 3rd | an tríú | an tree-oo | "third" |

| 4th | an ceathrú | an kyh-roo | |
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| 5th | an cúigiú | an kwee-oo | |

Note: Ordinal numbers typically change form depending on grammatical gender and case.

Forming Ordinals Beyond 5

- Numbers from 6 onwards are formed by adding "-ú" or "-ú" suffixes, sometimes with mutations.
- For example:
- 6th: an séú (the sixth)
- 7th: an seachtú (the seventh)
- 8th: an t

 
 QuestionAnswer How do I say the number 1 in Irish? The number 1 in Irish is 'aon'. What is the

Irish word for the number 10? The Irish word for 10 is 'deich'. How do I count from 1 to 5 in Irish?
Counting from 1 to 5 in Irish: 'aon', 'dó', 'trí', 'ceathair', 'cúig'. How do I say the number 20 in Irish?
The number 20 in Irish is 'fiche'. What is the Irish word for the number 100? The Irish word for 100 is
'céad'. How do I form numbers above 100 in Irish? Numbers above 100 are formed by combining
the hundreds with the rest, e.g., 101 is 'céad a haon', 250 is 'céad cúig is daichead', and so on.
What is the Irish word for 'zero'? The Irish word for zero is 'niallán'. How do I say 'thirty' in Irish? The
word for 30 in Irish is 'tríocha'. Are there regular patterns in Irish numbers I can learn? Yes, Irish
numbers follow patterns, especially with tens and hundreds, making it easier to learn larger numbers
once you understand the basic forms. Where can I practice learning Irish numbers online? You can
practice Irish numbers on language learning websites like Duolingo, Gaeilge.ie, or by using Irish
language apps and resources available online. 

 
Related keywords: Irish numbers, Gaeilge numerals, Irish counting, Irish language numbers, Irish
number vocabulary, Irish numeracy, Irish number words, Irish number learning, Irish language skills,
Irish number pronunciation
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